
THE BOTTOM LINE

Societies require energy to 
function. Basic energy services 
like heat and light for schools 
and hospitals support and enrich 
individual and community life. 
Yet millions of people worldwide 
are overlooked in energy access 
agendas, particularly the 70.8 
million forcibly displaced persons.* 
Their numbers are expected to 
rise as conflict and climate change 
persist. Collaboration among host 
nations, development agencies, 
and the private sector to close 
financing and capacity gaps is 
urgently required if countries 
are to attain universal energy 
access by 2030, as called for in 
the international Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

*The total is made up of 25.9 million refugees, 41.3 million internal-

ly displaced people, and 3.5 million asylum seekers (UNHCR 2019).

Energy Solutions for Forcibly Displaced Persons and  
Their Host Communities: Closing the Financing Gap

Why extend sustainable energy solutions to  
FDPs and their host communities? 

Sustainable energy solutions cut emissions, 
improve humanitarian aid budgets, and help host 
communities with their own energy solutions 

Most settlements of forcibly displaced persons (FDPs) lack access 
to adequate supplies of reliable energy. More than 90 percent of the 
FDPs living in displacement camps have access to no more than 
Tier 0 lighting, and more than 80 percent have access to no better 
than Tier 0 cooking facilities (figure 1; box 1). The rate of access for 
all FDPs is probably much lower, however, since the data on which 
the percentages are based cover only 8.7 million of the 70.8 million 
FDPs worldwide (Lahn and Grafham 2015). More than two-thirds 
(69 percent) of displaced persons live outside the camps in rented 
accommodations, informal settlements, or even out in the open 
with very limited access to energy (UNHCR 2017). In Jordan, most 
Syrian refugees have bypassed formal FDP camps to settle in and 
near urban centers. Constructed from scrap material, their housing 
provides inadequate shelter. Most FDPs, including refugees, are not 
integrated into local communities; they lack access to local infra-
structure; and they are rarely considered in government agendas.1 

1.  For example, in South Africa, informal or illegal settlements do not appear on city maps, so their inhabitants are not 

counted among the urban poor and do not qualify for most antipoverty programs (GNESD 2008).
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69% living outside formal 
displacement camps

89% with access to Tier 0 
lighting only

80% with access to Tier 0 
cooking facilities only

13 million metric tons of 
CO2 emitted

49,000 football fields of 
forest burned

10 km of walking each day to 
collect firewood

70.8
million

Figure 1. Forcibly displaced persons worldwide

Note: CO2 = carbon dioxide; FDP = forcibly displaced persons.
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More than 90 percent 

of the FDPs living in 

displacement camps have 

access to no more than 

Tier 0 lighting, and more 

than 80 percent have 

access to no better than 

Tier 0 cooking facilities.

Table B1.1. multi-Tier Framework for electricity

Tier 0 Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 4 Tier 5

Peak capacity Capacity (from 3 watts to more than 2 kilowatts) and ability to power appliances (applicable for off-grid 
solutions)

Hours per day From at least 4 hours a day to 23 hours a day

Evening hours From at least 1 hour in the evening to more than 4 hours

Reliability Number and duration of outages 
(applicable to Tiers 4–5)

Quality Voltage problems do not affect the use 
of desired appliances

Affordability Basic service costs no more than 5% of household income 
(Tiers 3–5)

Legality Services are provided legally (Tiers 4–5)

Health and safety Absence of accidents (Tiers 4–5)

Table B1.2. multi-Tier Framework for cooking

Tier 0 Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 4 Tier 5

Indoor air quality Concentration of PM2.5 and CO; tiers align with WHO guidelines

Efficiency Tier benchmarks under development, awaiting results of ISO process

Convenience Stove preparation time and fuel collection and preparation (applicable to Tier 2  
and higher)

Safety Absence of accidents and alignment with the ISO process (from Tier 2 on)

Affordability Levelized cost of cooking solution is  
less than 5% of household income

Quality and 
availability of fuel

Cooking not affected by seasonal  
variations in fuel quality and availability

CO = carbon monoxide; ISO = International Organization for Standards; PM2.5 = particulate matter with diameter less than 2.5 micrometers; WHO = World Health Organization.

Box 1. The multi-Tier Framework for energy access

Under the Sustainable Energy for All initiative and in consultation 
with multiple development partners, the World Bank’s Energy Sector 
Management Assistance Program (ESMAP) developed the Multi-Tier 
Framework (MTF) to monitor and evaluate energy access. Instead of a 
binary (yes/no) definition of energy access, the MTF considers people’s 
ability to access “energy that is adequate, available when needed, 
reliable, of good quality, convenient, affordable, legal, healthy and 

safe for all required energy services.” It recognizes that energy access 
necessarily involves a spectrum of service levels. The MTF categorizes 
these levels in tiers, from Tier 0 (no access) to Tier 5 (the highest level 
of access). The MTF is also used to measure access to energy required 
for clean, modern cooking (tables B1.1 and B1.2). For more information, 
see the Beyond Connections reports at www.worldbank.org/en/topic/
energy/publication/energy-access-redefined.

http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/energy/publication/energy-access-redefined
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/energy/publication/energy-access-redefined
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Large-scale energy 

investments carried out 

with host communities 

offer benefits for hosts 

and displaced peoples 

alike. A displacement 

camp in Jordan is home 

to a 5 megawatt (MW) 

solar plant providing 

sustainable electricity to 

the inhabitants of the camp 

and the host community.

Energy access solutions for FDPs can contribute to the develop-
ment agendas of their host governments and to the achievement of 
Sustainable Development Goal 7 on universal energy access. Access 
to electricity opens opportunities for productive activities, learning, 
and business development, enabling FDPs to integrate more 
smoothly into their host communities and become more self-reliant 
and better able to contribute to the economy through productive 
activities. 

Large-scale energy investments carried out in conjunction with 
host communities offer benefits for host and displaced peoples 
alike. One displacement camp in Jordan is home to a 5 megawatt 
(MW) solar plant that supplies sustainable electricity not only to 

the inhabitants of the camp but also to the host community (box 2) 
(UNHCR 2019a). Providing ample, reliable access may also decrease 
the threat of illegal electricity connections, which strain local power 
grids. Such connections are common in informal settlements. For 
example, in the Zaa’tari camp in Jordan, the fifth-largest forced 
displacement camp in the world, an estimated three-fourths of the 
population illegally tapped into public streetlights before a solar 
power plant was commissioned in 2017 (Balouzilyeh 2016).

Expanding the use of sustainable energy sources, in particular, 
could lessen the strain on humanitarian aid budgets. At present, 
providing energy for humanitarian operations is costly and inefficient. 
Most settlements are in remote locations not connected to the 

photo: mohamed azakir / World Bank

The Zaa’tari camp in Jordan is the fifth-largest forced displacement camp in the world.
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national grid, requiring agencies to run diesel generators to power 
health facilities, offices, reception centers, and so on. Given the 
reliance on diesel fuel, the cost of power in UN compounds is often 
much higher than national power prices. Estimates suggest that 
the cost difference may be very stark: $0.60 per kilowatt-hour in 
forced displacement camps, versus $0.20 per kWh in the United 
Kingdom, $0.10 per kWh in the United States, and $0.08 per kWh in 
India and China. According to the Moving Energy Initiative (MEI), the 
humanitarian sector spent nearly 5 percent of its budget on polluting 

fuels in 2017, or about $1.2 billion. Energy efficiency initiatives could 
therefore save the humanitarian aid sector up to $517 million per 
year, or about 5 percent of UNHCR’s funding gap in 2017 (Grafham 
and Lahn 2018).

Efficient energy use can also lead to notable reductions in green-
house gas (GHG) emissions. Overall, it is estimated that improved 
cookstoves and basic solar lanterns could, if widely used, reduce 
emissions by about 6.85 million tons of carbon dioxide (tCO2) a year. 
In 2014, FDPs’ energy use produced around 13 million tCO2 from 
burning firewood and charcoal for cooking and heating (figure 2). 
Though this represents only a fraction of total global emissions, it is 
sizable when viewed at scale; that is, the emissions are high relative 
to the energy obtained, because of the inefficiency of biomass as a 
fuel.2 Every year, forested area equivalent to about 49,000 football 
fields is burned by people living in forced displacement camps (Lahn 
and Grafham 2015). For example, in Ethiopia’s Kebribeyah forced 
displacement camp, 99 percent of the surrounding area has been 
deforested by 20 years of firewood collection (GACC 2016). 

2.  The model employed to estimate the scale and cost of energy use and CO2 emissions among households and populations 

of concern to the UNHCR was developed by the MEI at Chatham House. The statistical annexes to UNHCR (2015) provided 

the data for the model. For more information, please see Lahn and Grafham (2015, box 3).

Box 2. a solar-powered forced displacement camp  
in Jordan

The Azraq forced displacement camp in Jordan is the world’s first 
to be powered by renewable energy. The installation of a solar plant 
in the camp exemplifies how collaboration among host countries, 
the private sector, and aid communities can bring affordable, clean, 
and sustainable energy to forcibly displaced persons in a manner 
that offsets or relieves resource strains on host communities. 

The plant opened with 2 megawatts (MW) of capacity. The €8.75 
million cost was funded by the IKEA Foundation’s Brighter Lives 
for Refugees campaign. The capacity was increased to 3.5 MW in 
2018 and 5 MW by the end of 2019 (Reliefweb 2018). A medium- 
and low-voltage power network funded by the Saudi Fund for 
Development connected the solar plant to refugee shelters, formal 
and informal businesses, offices, and utilities, providing year-round 
electricity in the camp. The plant has also been connected to the 
national grid, allowing any additional clean electricity to be sent to 
the grid free of charge, thereby supporting the host community’s 
energy needs.

The initiative has provided affordable and sustainable energy 
to more than 40,000 Syrian refugees in about 10,500 shelters. 
It supplies 16 hours of electricity per day to power lights, fans, 
fridges, phones, and even TVs. In addition, it powers around 400 
LED streetlights and 234 shops, and supports 22 operational 
facilities of nongovernmental organizations. The plant has already 
produced savings of $2.75 million per year and is estimated to 
have cut carbon dioxide emissions by 6,300 tons annually. Led by 
the Jordanian solar company Mustakbal, the initiative trained and 
employed 50 FDPs in the construction of the plant. Another 250+ 
were employed in setting up the electrical network, and 10 were 
trained in operational support. Jobs in maintenance services and 
operations are ongoing.

Source: UNHCR 2019a.

Camp Urban Slum Rural
Cooking Lighting

Camp Urban Slum Rural

6

5

4

3

2

1

0

tC
O

2 
m

ill
io

n

Figure 2. annual Co2 emissions produced by all FDp households 
of concern to the unhCr, 2014 (million tCo2)

Source: Chatham House Model (Lahn and Grafham 2015).

tCO2 = tonnes of carbon dioxide
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dioxide (tCO2) a year.
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Access to cleaner and more efficient sources of energy increases 
safety, particularly for women and children, in displacement settle-
ments. FDPs must often collect their own firewood, since the fuel 
available for purchase in the market is too expensive. According to 
the UNHCR, some women walk up to 10 kilometers a day to collect 
firewood (Lahn and Grafham 2015). The widely documented risks 
faced by girls and women moving around FDP settlements after dark 
or while collecting fuel include of physical and verbal aggression, 
rape or attempted rape, theft, and injury.3 In 2004–05 Doctors without 
Borders treated 500 victims of rape within a five-month period 
in Sudan; in Ethiopia, 33 percent of refugee households in 2014 
reported one or more violent incidents during firewood collection 
(GACC 2016). The actual number of cases is very likely much higher 
than reports suggest, since women are discouraged from reporting 
sexual assault, and survivors fear being ostracized and punished 
(Mapp 2010: 102–05). 

Dependable and safe sources of energy are critically important for 
children’s health. Kerosene, commonly used for household lighting, 
has poisoned children who accidentally drank it from water bottles. 
The lack of heating and insulation has caused deaths. In 2014, several 
young children died in Lebanon, and in the winter of 2018–19, several 
children and infants died from the cold in Syria (Middle East Eye 2019). 

Why are off-grid solutions for FDPs and host 
communities so elusive? 

Large funding gaps, limited energy expertise in the 
humanitarian system, and strained development 
budgets in host communities have led to the 
unsystematic management of energy supply 

Supplying sustainable energy requires long-term investments that 
cannot be realized under the humanitarian emergency model 
(i.e., procure and provide). On average, FDPs spend 17 years living 
in informal settlements. At the end of 2018 it was estimated that 
more than 15.9 million refugees were in protracted situations.4 

3.  The Women’s Refugee Council has published numerous documents on the topic. See https://www.womensrefugeecom-

mission.org/focus-areas/sexual-gender-based-violence/.

4.  A protracted refugee situation is one in which 25,000 or more refugees of the same nationality have been in exile for five 

consecutive years or more in a given host country (UNHCR 2019b).

Yet humanitarian agencies’ budgets are frequently set up on an 
annual basis and largely spent on emergency responses rather than 
long-term solutions. Given the need for immediate relief and basic 
services like food, water, shelter, and health, energy is not a top 
priority. Many agencies cannot allocate the resources and staff to 
cover energy access, and donors are not given the option to fund 
energy as a strategic priority. Energy is nevertheless essential for the 
services that humanitarian aid agencies provide through schools, 
medical centers, and stores. Easier access to reliable and efficient 
sources of energy could enhance the quality and efficiency of these 
services while increasing the viability of long-term infrastructure. 

But long-term energy solutions require major funding—and 
humanitarian budgets are already stretched. Even though humani-
tarian aid rose in line with the global upsurge in the number of FDPs, 
it still falls short of need. In both 2017 and 2018, the United Nations’ 
funding requirements, for example, went unmet by more than 
$10.3 billion, a 40 percent shortfall. This large gap makes it difficult to 
set aside additional funding for energy activities.

Developing countries are hosting 84 percent of all FDPs (UNHCR 
2019b). Of the top ten host countries, nine are in developing regions.5 
This means that some of the world’s lowest-income countries—
among them Bangladesh, Chad, the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Ethiopia, Rwanda, South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, and the 
Republic of Yemen—are shouldering the greatest burden, hosting 
33 percent of the global total of FDPs (UNHCR 2019b). These nations 
already face major challenges in their quest to expand access to sus-
tainable, affordable, and reliable energy; most have scant resources 
to respond to the challenges at hand. In Chad, for example, overall 
access to energy is still only 11 percent; in Sudan, just over half the 
population has access (World Bank 2019). 

The political situation of FDPs also influences the provision of basic 
services. As reported by MEI, there are at present “no host govern-
ments that incorporate displaced people in [their] policies on sustain-
able energy or energy access.” In most cases, the presence of FDPs 
is assumed to be transitory. In reality, however, most camps and other 
settlements are permanent or at least semi-permanent encampments. 
Efforts to improve their energy access are therefore best integrated 
into the overall energy strategy of the host communities. Among 

5.  In the classification of the UN Statistics Division, the ten countries, in alphabetical order, are Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Germa-

ny, Iran, Jordan, Lebanon, Pakistan, Sudan, Turkey, and Uganda (UNHCR 2019b).

Supplying sustainable 

energy requires long-term 

investments that cannot 

be realized under the 

humanitarian emergency 

model. 

https://www.womensrefugeecommission.org/focus-areas/sexual-gender-based-violence/
https://www.womensrefugeecommission.org/focus-areas/sexual-gender-based-violence/
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several benefits, integration would advance host countries’ progress 
toward the Sustainable Development Goals, improve health and 
productivity, reduce environmental degradation, lower GHG emissions, 
and support gender equality (Lahn and Grafham 2015). 

Meanwhile, universal access to energy in established camps 
seems within reach. The locations of these camps are known, 
and humanitarian aid agencies manage key data points. For the 
69 percent of FDPs living outside camps, however, managing energy 
access is far more difficult, as data on their exact location and their 
level of access to energy are not easily mapped. Host communities 
and development organizations outside the humanitarian aid sector 
can play important roles in collecting these data and implementing 
suitable programs and strategies.

How have host communities and international 
organizations addressed the challenges?

The international aid community is moving toward 
more systematic approaches to energy provision

The aid community recognizes the importance of expanding energy 
access for FDPs. In fact, a strong commitment to tackling the 
problem is evident at the global level. In 2018, UNHCR released a 
new energy strategy that includes the following targets for 2030: 
(1) provide access to safe and sustainable energy for all refugees and 
host communities; (2) reduce energy costs and GHG emissions; and 
(3) empower refugees and host communities so they can develop 
their own energy solutions. In addition, the Global Plan of Action 
for Sustainable Energy Solutions in Situations of Displacement was 
launched in July 2018. The plan is the result of extensive consultation 
among humanitarian and development organizations, the private 
sector, host governments, academia, and stakeholders involved 
in the provision of fuel and energy to displaced people. It aims to 
provide a coordinated framework for stakeholders to enhance FDPs’ 
access to clean, reliable energy, and to encourage sustainability 
and efficiency in the humanitarian aid sector’s energy use. This 
work culminated in the announcement of UNHCR’s Clean Energy 
Challenge (“All refugee settlements and nearby host communities will 
have access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy 

by 2030”), which was announced at the Global Refugee Forum in 
Geneva, Switzerland, in December 2019. 

Existing initiatives showcase major energy innovations that 
promise to provide sustained sources of energy, create job oppor-
tunities, boost environmental and human health, and increase 
safety. For example, interventions to increase FDPs’ energy access 
have included solar and wind-based solutions, mini-grids, efficient 
cookstoves, clean fuels, and innovative business models. The Azraq 
solar plant in Jordan resulted in immediate savings of $2.75 million 
per year and will cut CO2 by about 6,300 tons per year (see box 2) 
(UNHCR 2019a). And in Ethiopia’s Kebribeyah forced displacement 
camp, the switch to ethanol as a fuel source reduced firewood 
consumption by 89 percent (or 25,985 metric tons of firewood), 
prevented the deforestation of 346 hectares of land, and created 
26 full-time and 30 part-time jobs (GACC 2016). 

Between 2015 and 2019 several major international organizations 
formed the Moving Energy Initiative to bring energy to displacement 
camps.6 The MEI has taken a learning-by-doing approach that 
combines research with on-the-ground demonstration projects. In 
Jordan, the MEI and private sector partners installed solar photovol-
taic panels and renovated the hot water system at a public hospital, 
which is expected to yield $45,000 in annual savings. In Kenya, the 
MEI funded the installation of solar systems in two primary health 
care clinics that are expected to reduce fossil fuel consumption by 
approximately 25,000 liters annually.

What costs and benefits can FDPs and host 
communities expect from long-term sustainable 
energy solutions? 

Host communities and the humanitarian aid sector 
see clear long-term, sustainable energy solutions for 
FDPs—but one size does not fit all

The MEI has developed three scenarios using the MTF (see box 1), 
each of which demonstrates the financial benefits of integrating 
sustainable energy solutions into displacement camps.7 All three 

6.  These international organizations are Energy4Impact, Chatham House, Practical Action, the Norwegian Refugee Council, 

UNHCR, and the UK Department for International Development.

7.  For a full explanation and overview of the methodology, see Grafham and Lahn (2015).
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scenarios assume that the implementing organization or relevant 
public-private partnership will cover the up-front capital investment, 
while back-end savings or additional costs (e.g., for fuel) will be passed 
through to households. The MEI’s three scenarios are as follows:
• Incremental. This represents a minimum level of ambition. 

Under this scenario, all FDPs would adopt improved cookstoves 
consistent with a Tier 3 access to energy and have basic Tier 
1 access to lighting (4–8 hours at low power). FDPs could save 
$323 million each year after an initial capital investment of $335 
million. Although health benefits are expected under the sce-
nario, it does not meet World Health Organization guidelines for 
reduced household air pollution.

• Alternative. The widespread introduction of biomass briquettes 
would achieve a minimum of Tier 3 access for cooking and a 
higher-tier lighting solution combining lanterns and mini-grid 
connections. Of the total estimated up-front investments of $769 
million, lighting solutions account for $587 million. Compensating 
for these higher up-front investments, annual savings in energy 
for lighting would be around $117 million. The introduction of 
briquettes would mean an increase in annual fuel costs of about 
$70 million per year if displaced households were to pay full 
market price. 

• Fundamental. This scenario involves the widespread use of 
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) to provide Tier 3 access to energy 
for cooking, and a minimum Tier 3 access to energy for general 
uses, thanks to solar and mini-grid solutions. A minimum of 
eight hours of energy access would allow households to power 
appliances and technology at minimal levels. Under this scenario, 
up-front capital investment for LPG stoves would be around $319 
million, with costs of roughly $786 million annually. The lighting 
solution would require a $1.3 billion of investment but result in 
savings of $101 million annually. Although fundamental change is 
the goal, current funding levels make it impractical.

No two displacement situations are alike, and each proposed 
scenario should be fitted to the specific circumstances being 
analyzed. For example, the widespread use of LPG in Sudan was 
found to be cost-effective, as deforestation had driven up the prices 
of charcoal and wood to as much as triple the cost estimates used in 

the MTF model. In other settings, LPG may require subsidies or other 
market development strategies. 

To implement the incremental scenario, financial incentives might 
encourage stakeholders. But the ultimate goal should be to meet the 
World Health Organization’s guidelines for indoor air pollution. The 
other two scenarios supply lighting solutions sufficient to support 
productive activities. Although they involve higher up-front capital 
investments, they bring FDPs and their host communities consid-
erable long-term improvements in safety, health, productivity, and 
business development.

What can be done to secure the energy access of FDPs 
and host communities?

Two positive steps would be to devise long-term 
investment solutions and to coordinate national 
ambitions with humanitarian aims 

Implementing long-term energy solutions for FDPs will require a 
paradigm shift for institutional, operational, and political systems. 
Fortunately, innovative technologies are becoming less costly. The 
price of solar panels is half what it was in 2008. Light diodes and 
batteries have all become more affordable in recent years, while 
producers are finding more efficient ways to bring renewable energy 
to the market (Winiecki and Kumar 2014). But the limited financial, 
political, and institutional capacities of the humanitarian sector and 
host communities complicate the delivery of these solutions to 
FDPs. Any number of innovative models could ensure sustainable 
energy for FDPs and host communities, but they all require long-term 
commitments. Because international finance institutions understand 
national energy policies, they have a key role to play, especially given 
their knowledge of long-term energy solutions for the rural and 
urban poor. 

A first step would be to gather reliable data on FDPs’ energy 
access and demand; access to water, shelter, and health services; 
economic activities; and skills. Information on land rights and the 
legality of settlements would also be key, in addition to levels of 
deforestation and other environmental impacts. 

In a promising move, the UNHCR has joined forces with the World 
Bank to launch a data center on refugees and displaced persons. 

The Moving Energy 

Initiative has developed 

three scenarios using the 

Multi-Tier Framework, each 

of which demonstrates 

the financial benefits of 

integrating sustainable 

energy solutions into 

displacement camps.
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The center would combine the UNHCR’s knowledge of refugees 
and displaced persons with the World Bank’s experience in poverty 
reduction and socioeconomic analysis. 

The next step would be to develop a market ecosystem stimu-
lated by results-based financing. The private sector’s capacity can 
be leveraged to help kick-start a market and simultaneously provide 
benefits to host communities. Thus, the private sector can bring in 
new sources of capital and build on the existing willingness and 
ability of FDPs to pay for products. This would in turn help make FDPs 
more self-sufficient. 

FDPs should be included in the development of energy solutions 
through stakeholder consultations. Their needs must be reflected in 
the selection of technologies, and in awareness-raising campaigns 
and on-the-ground training. This would also initiate a move away 
from the “handouts” model by which FDPs have little say in what 
they are given.

Energy solutions for FDPs are best integrated into a host nation’s 
overall energy strategy and will likely feature both off- and on-grid 
solutions. Connecting FDPs to the grid would create financial oppor-
tunities for host communities to develop their larger energy infra-
structure. Meanwhile, off-grid solutions—for example, solar or wind 
farms—might allow settlements to supply electricity to host com-
munities (World Bank 2010; CIGI 2018; and OECD 2017). Key steps in 
this direction include allowing FDPs greater freedom of movement, 
granting them official status, and facilitating their integration into the 
local workforce. In some cases, establishing permanent settlements 
could yield economic and social benefits to FDPs and their host 
communities alike. Functional dwellings would allow FDPs to engage 
in more productive activities helpful to the local society; should FDPs 
choose to return home, the permanent infrastructure they left behind 
would be available to residents.

As the numbers of FDPs surge worldwide, so will calls for govern-
ments (local and national), humanitarian organizations, the private 
sector, and the development community to collaborate on long-term 
energy supply for FDPs and their hosts. An underfunded, piecemeal 
approach will not yield long-term solutions, and FDPs will continue 
to find themselves outside the purview of government agendas. In 
the meantime, host communities will continue to suffer the costs of 
increased household air pollution, GHG emissions, deforestation, and 
illegal connections to the local grid. 

With its substantial experience in expanding access to energy 
among the poor, the World Bank has much to offer in designing 
and implementing energy solutions in displacement camps. Within 
the Bank, the Energy Access for Host Communities and Refugees 
Program supports the electrification of FDPs’ settlements and their 
host communities and is developing an extensive knowledge base to 
inform future World Bank operations. 

As part of this work, ESMAP has been exploring alternative 
financing windows—such as the Global Concessional Financing 
Facility (up to $6 billion) and the IDA19 window for host communities 
and refugees ($2.2 billion)—and how to make them available for 
operational teams. It has also been collaborating with the the data 
and energy units of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees and with the Global Plan of Action. These collaborations will 
help to maximize the development impact of World Bank operations.
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