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Economic Impacts of Child Marriage: A Review of the Literature
By Jennifer Parsons, Jeffrey Edmeades, Aslihan Kes, Suzanne Petroni, Maggie Sexton, and
Quentin Wodon

Child marriage is a widespread violation of human rights. It is an impediment to social
and economic development, and it is rooted in gender inequality. The low value placed on girls
and women perpetuates the act and acceptability of child marriage in societies where the practice
is common. Child marriage is defined as any legal or customary union involving a boy or girl
below the age of 18. This definition draws from various conventions, treaties and international
agreements, including the Convention on the Rights of the Child, Convention on the Elimination
of All forms of Discrimination against Women, Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and
recent resolutions of the UN Human Rights Council. While boys sometimes marry young, this
paper addresses the practice primarily as it affects girls who make up the large majority of
children who are married under 18. If current trends continue, more than 140 million girls will
marry early in the next decade or up to 40,000 per day (UNICEF 2014).

There has been substantial research over the last decade on some of the factors that
contribute to child marriage, and some of its consequences (for broad reviews, see among others
UNICEF 2005; National Research Council 2005 ; Santhya et al. 2006; Jain et al. 2007; Malhotra
et al. 2011; Vogelstein 2013; UNFPA 2012; UNICEF 2014 ; Klugman et al. 2014). The reviews
suggest that social and cultural norms, including those related to faith, influence the age at which
a girl is expected to marry. In addition, socio-economic status, education levels, and community
context also influence the likelihood of a girl being married early. The poorest countries have the
highest child marriage rates, and child marriage is most common among the poor who have
fewer resources and opportunities to invest in alternative options for girls. Social norms around
girls’ education and women’s participation in the formal labor force may mean that girls are not
prioritized in a household’s education investment decisions. In other contexts, parents may assess
the costs and benefits of marriage and decide to marry their daughters early if they are seen as an
economic burden that can be relieved through marriage. Less is known about contexts in which
girls themselves make the decision to marry.

Financial transactions around marriage contribute to the practice. In contexts where bride
wealth or bride price is practiced (i.e., a groom or groom’s family provides assets to the bride’s
family in exchange for marriage), families may reap immediate economic benefits from
marrying their daughters. In such cases, families may obtain a greater financial amount the
younger the bride is. In circumstances where dowry is practiced (the bride’s family provides
assets to the groom’s family), a younger and less educated bride may require a lower dowry,
which would incentivize parents to marry daughters at a younger age. When parents marry off
their daughter, there are often economic and social reasons for them to make that choice.
However, the short term economic reasons that influence parental choice do not serve the long-
term interests of girls.

What can be done to eliminate child marriage? A systematic review of child marriage
interventions indicates that reform of the legal and policy framework is a necessary but
insufficient part of the answer (Malhotra et al. 2011). Interventions are most powerful when they:
empower girls with information, skills, and support networks; enhance the accessibility and
quality of formal schooling for girls; and offer economic support and incentives for girls and
their families to keep girls in school or marry later. Importantly, educating and mobilizing



parents and community members in opposition to the practice is also a key intervention with
proven success. Indeed, reframing the idea of girls’ transition to adulthood without marriage
requires a dialogue with religious and community leaders who have a great deal of influence on
those issues.

Child marriage is rooted in socio-cultural practices and religious beliefs in many
communities, but beyond stylized facts, the relationships between faith and child marriage are
complex and change depending on the community (Wodon 2015). Engaging with faith and
community leaders as well as faith-based organizations to critically examine the causes and
consequences of early marriage can help in building support for policies towards the elimination
of the practice (Karam 2015). In some countries, the dialogue with faith and community leaders
can be part of discussions about family law reform and even more generally of broader
discussions on women’s empowerment, but success is not necessarily a given (Walker 2015).

In this article, the objective is to provide useful information for such dialogue by
documenting what is known about the economic impacts of child marriage on the girls who
marry early, their children, and their families. The hope is that such information can help
sensitize faith and community leaders about the consequences of the practice and the need to
eliminate it. The article is structured in five sections. Each section documents the economic
impact of child marriage in a specific area: participation and decision making, educational
attainment, labor force participation, violence, and health.

Participation and Decision Making

A girl has voice and agency when she can make decisions about her life and act on those
decisions without fear of retribution or violence (Klugman et al. 2014). Related closely to lack of
voice and agency, and rooted in gender inequality, is alienation from participation and decision
making about issues in one’s own life, as well as those facing a household, family, or
community. Child brides often experience overlapping vulnerabilities—they are young, often
poor, and undereducated. This affects the resources and assets they can bring into their marital
household, thus reducing their decision making ability. Child marriage places a girl under the
control of her husband and often in-laws, limiting her ability to voice her opinions, and form and
pursue her own plans and aspirations.

Married girls are typically out of school, and most have little to no say in decisions about
whether they should continue or return to school, limiting their literacy, numeracy, and financial
skills (Vogelstein 2013; Malhotra et al. 2011; Plan UK 2011). By virtue of their low levels of
education, they are often not seen by their husbands and in-laws as capable of earning or
managing finances or making financial decisions for the household (Jain 2007; Becker 2006;
World Bank 2012; Haddad et al. 1997; Blumberg et al. 1995). Those who do work rarely have
control over their earnings. Isolation from school, friends, and the workplace hampers their
access to social support that is important to their emotional well-being, and limits their access to
social capital and networks that can increase their earning potential and productive use of
earnings (Duflo 2011). In addition, married girls often lack the ability to negotiate sexual
activity, contraceptive use, or birth spacing with their husbands (Raj 2010; UNFPA 2013) and in
many cases are unable to speak up against the physical or emotional violence they experience at
the hands of their husbands or in-laws within their own homes.

Within her marital household, a young wife typically has little bargaining power and
ability to make decisions regarding various aspects of her life. Husbands and in-laws largely
determine her role in the family and control her access to and participation in the outside world.



This often remains the case throughout her marriage and translates to weaker control over
resources in her household, tighter constraints on her time, more restricted access to information
and health services, and poorer health, including mental health, self-confidence, and self-esteem
than women who marry later.

This lack of power and decision-making autonomy can have significant influence on
economic decisions. Where women have decision making power and their priorities are reflected
in how household resources are allocated, household expenditures on key areas such as education
and health tend to be higher (IFPRI 2003). Similarly studies have found that an increase in a
women’s income share or access to credit will increase the share of household expenditures on
food, clothing, and children’s education (Hoddinott and Haddad 1995; Bussolo et al. 2011,
Backiny-Yeta and Wodon 2010). Inequitable intra-household resource allocation in terms of
agricultural land or key inputs typically found in households of young brides may also contribute
to productivity gaps in agriculture (The World Bank and ONE 2014).

Only through her participation and voice in decision-making can a girl or woman’s
aspirations for her children be realized. A girl or woman’s forced silence on issues pertaining to
childrearing affects the lives of her children before they are even born, because of her lack of
voice and agency in reproductive decisions, including the timing, spacing, and number of
children. The impacts carry through her children’s upbringing and into their adult lives, family
formation and the generation they, in turn, raise. In this way child marriage reinforces
inequitable gender norms among the next generation, which can result in reduced community
investments in social services and programs that might increase her children’s chances of success
in the future.

In addition to the individual and inter-generational effects of reduced voice and agency,
constraining women’s and girls’ voice and agency contributes to losses in productivity and has
long-term effects for development goals (Klugman et al. 2014). The lack of voice and agency in
household decision making and civic participation that typically accompanies child marriage also
limits girls’ input into community and national decision-making. Research suggests that
women’s greater involvement in political decision-making increases the likelihood of greater
investment in social services, including those directly related to economic growth, such as
education (Chattopadhyay and Duflo 2003; Beaman et al. 2012; Ramaswami et al. 2009; Chen
2009).

Educational Attainment

When girls are married early, their educational trajectory is altered. Formal schooling and
education often cease, which means they stop acquiring knowledge and skills that would carry
them through life, including as productive members of their households and communities. They
are also removed from the social network and support structure that schools provide. The earlier
a girl marries, the more likely it is that she will have a low level of schooling. Field and Ambrus
(2008) and Nguyen and Wodon (2015a) suggest that each year of early marriage below the age
of 18 can lead to a decrease of 4 to 6 percentage points in the probability of secondary school
completion for girls, with, in some cases, an impact of the number of years of early marriage on
literacy as well. Data from parental or teacher responses in household surveys on the reasons
why girls drop out of school also suggest that child marriage has important negative effects on
education attainment (Nguyen and Wodon 2015b; Wodon et al. 2015)

The economic impacts of girls’ reduced educational attainment can be measured in terms
of reduced earnings and productivity. Depriving a girl of the opportunity to learn limits her



prospects for employment and her ability to gain useful skills (Khanna et al. 2013) or vocational
training (UNESCO 2012) for the formal labor sector, inevitably impacting her lifelong earning
potential. But in addition, potential shifts in household consumption away from economically
beneficial investments tend to be observed with lower levels of education. Not only does lack of
education attainment deprive individual girls of voice and agency and decrease their learning and
earning potential in the long term, but lack of formal education also has intergenerational
effects—impacting her children’s education attainment, nutritional status, and physical health.

For many girls, school is not only a source of formal and informal education, but also a
space for them to develop social skills and networks and build support systems, which allows
them to be mobile and engaged in community affairs and activities. Girls who are married early
are often removed from these supportive social networks and isolated in the marital home
(UNICEF 2014). In addition, withdrawing from school lessens girls’ ability to engage in
community and national-level discussions and debates, or engage in the political processes.

Lack of education also makes it more difficult for girls to access information on health
and welfare for themselves or their children (Semba et al. 2008; Abu-Ghaida and Klasen 2004).
Girls” education is linked to increased health knowledge and increased use of household
resources to promote the education and health of their children (Boyle et al. 2006). Mothers with
more education spend more family resources on child nutrition. Children of less-well educated
mothers are less likely to be well nourished and immunized against childhood diseases, and more
likely to die (Pfeiffer et al. 2001; Smith and Haddad 2014). Girls whose mothers have had no
education are more likely to be married early, contributing to the cycle of poverty in subsequent
generations.

Labor Force Participation

Child marriage may influence female labor force participation in a number of ways,
including through a reduction in expected returns from participation in paid employment due to
lower educational attainment and an increase in the relative value of unpaid household work
stemming from higher lifetime fertility (Klasen et al. 2012). A lack of engagement in the labor
force may have long-term implications not only for women and their families, but in addition at
the aggregate level it may significantly reduce economic growth in communities or societies
(Chaaban and Cunningham 2011; Elborgh-Woytek et al. 2013; Smith et al. 2014).

As discussed in the previous section, early marriage limits young women’s access to
education, which in turn affects employment opportunities and the nature and terms of their
employment. Low education is a barrier to entry into formal, paid employment (Grown et al.
2006). Secondary and post-secondary education are strongly associated with labor force
participation (Cameron et al. 2001; Mammen and Paxson 2000), but most girls who marry early
do not reach that level. Young married girls whose schooling is cut short also lack the knowledge
base and the marketable skills needed for formal work, and are confined to informal or home-
based type work, typically characterized by inferior working conditions and lower (or
nonexistent) incomes.

Child marriage may also reduce labor force participation by significantly increasing the
barriers to employment posed by fertility and women’s reproductive roles, both of which are
closely linked to age at first marriage. As will be discussed further below, early marriage is
associated with early childbearing, short birth spacing, and higher number of children. Large
family size and women’s roles as primary caregivers for their children emerge as having negative
effects on labor force participation decisions, particularly where there are no or limited childcare



options. Because these barriers are particularly felt during the early stages of marriage and
family formation, child marriage has the effect of delaying potential entry into the labor force,
stunting the potential professional growth and further reducing competiveness in the
marketplace. Furthermore, the traditional gender norms that typically accompany child marriage,
coupled with relatively low returns to participation in the formal workforce, lower the
opportunity cost of not working for women and their households, further reducing the likelihood
of participation.

Also related to fertility, a less explored potential impact of child marriage on labor force
participation is through the adverse health impacts of early and frequent pregnancies. Early and
frequent childbearing are associated with greater risk of complications and morbidity (Prata et al.
2010). Women who survive severe complications while giving birth often require lengthy
recovery times and along with long-term physical, psychological, social consequences, can also
experience economic consequences, including withdrawal from the labor force (Koblinsky et al.
2012; UNFPA, 2014).

Decreased levels of labor force participation have significant effects beyond the
individual. Lower participation in paid employment may increase household poverty, increase
vulnerability to economic shocks, lower income diversity, and incentivize short-term allocation
decisions at the expense of longer-term investments in human and physical capital. At the more
aggregate level, this may lead to lower levels of physical well-being, reduced investment, and
lower productivity, all of which influence economic growth. These factors, in turn, may have
significant intergenerational impacts, leading to poorer health among children and lower levels
of investment in education and other forms of human capital accumulation, as well as a reduced
ability to address shocks such as illness, all of which increase the likelihood of early marriage in
subsequent generations.

Violence

Child marriage itself can be considered a form of violence against girls (Amin 2014;
Solotaroff and Pande 2014). Gender norms that devalue girls and women and drive the practice
of child marriage may also promote the acceptability of violence. Many girls are married off by
their families with the intention of protecting the girl from violence and sexual harassment
(UNFPA 2012). In reality, protection from violence is not guaranteed, and physical and sexual
violence is often experienced at the hands of the husband once the marriage has occurred (Plan
UK 2011). Child brides also suffer emotional violence in their homes and experience severe
isolation and depression as a result of early marriage (Nour 2009; Le Strat 2011). Indeed, girls
who are married early are at a higher risk of experiencing intimate partner violence (IPV) than
girls married after age 18 (Clark 2006). Child brides are also at higher risk of experiencing
physical, sexual, emotional, and other forms of violence in the home at the hands of their
husbands’ families and in-laws (UNICEF 2014). As they are often dependent on their husbands
and in-laws, they are unable to speak out against these acts of violence. A study conducted by
ICRW (DISHA Project 2005) in two states in India found that girls who married before 18 were
twice as likely to report being beaten, slapped, or threatened by their husbands than girls who
married later. While this does not demonstrate causality, it suggests negative effects. Violence
can be physical, emotional, or sexual, and can have serious negative effects on the physical and
mental health of girls, including for reproductive health. The economic impacts and resulting
costs of IPV for child brides are reflected in reduced earnings and productivity, shifting
investment in their households, and increased out-of-pocket costs. In addition to effects on



individual girls, the effects of IPV can be felt across generations, with negative impacts on
children’s health and well-being and reinforcing the acceptability of violence.

Girls who experience IPV are at higher risk than girls who do not experience IPV for a
number of poor physical health outcomes including severe injury, chronic pain, and
gastrointestinal, sexual, and reproductive health issues (Campbell 2002; Lamb and Peterson
2012; World Health Organization 2014). Girls who are married young and are subject to IPV
experience higher rates of unintended pregnancy, induced abortion, pregnancy complications,
low birth weight of children, and sexually-transmitted infections, including HIV. IPV also
negatively affects girls’ mental health, leading to depression, anxiety, and post-traumatic stress
disorder (Carbone-Lopez 2006). Government data on harmful traditional practices in
Afghanistan suggests that 2,400 women may commit self-immolation each year in the country,
with early and forced marriage and sexual and domestic violence identified as key causes
(Khanna et al. 2013).

There are a number of costs for a woman and her household when she experiences IPV or
violence perpetrated by in-laws. Some of these costs can be measured and assigned a monetary
value, while others cannot. In addition to the measurable costs of violence, the psychological and
social effects felt by a woman, her household, and her children over time need to be taken into
account when assessing the impact of IPV and violence perpetrated by in-laws on child brides.

Violence and its subsequent health outcomes can lead to reduced earnings and
productivity over time, a shift in investment of household resources, and increased out-of-pocket
costs for medical expenses. Prior research estimating the cost of IPV (Duvvury et al. 2004; Rice
et al. 1989; Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 2003; Snow-Jones 2006; Morrison and
Orlando 2004; Bott et al. 2005) shows that there is a direct cost represented by the actual
financial expenditures related to gender-based violence, including use of health care services,
judicial services, and social services. These studies also examine indirect costs, which estimate
the value of lost productivity from both paid work and unpaid work, as well as the value of lost
lifetime earnings for women who have died as a result of IPV. In addition to monetary costs,
DALYs (Disability-adjusted Life Years) lost were also estimated, including life years lost due to
both premature mortality and disability (Waters et al. 2004).

In addition to the effects on the individual directly experiencing violence, IPV also
impacts children (Duvvury et al. 2013; UNICEF 2014). The effects of exposure to violence for
children are both immediate and long-term. Violence in the home affects a child’s school
attendance and performance, as well as physical health (Anand et al. 2012). Children who
witness abuse are more likely to perpetuate the cycle of violence in their own homes, with boys
twice as likely to later perpetrate 1PV and girls more than twice as likely to later experience it
(Kishor and Johnson 2004).

Health

Early marriage can affect a girl’s physical and mental well-being in a number of ways,
some of which have been highlighted in previous sections. Girls who are married young
experience higher rates of malnutrition, isolation, and depression (Nour 2009; Le Strat et al.
2011), and higher maternal mortality and morbidity than girls who marry after age 18, in part due
to IPV (Campbell 2002; Carbone-Lopez 2006). These health outcomes result in increased
immediate out-of-pocket expenses for the girl and her household, as well as lasting effects on
household earnings and reduced productivity. Intergenerational effects are seen in her children,



who may have poor physical health outcomes and poor nutrition status, and experience higher
rates of infant mortality.

As noted earlier, girls who are married early experience higher levels of depression,
anxiety, and isolation than those married later, and higher levels of self-harm and suicide. Child
marriage in and of itself can be traumatic for girls, especially in cases of marriage by abduction,
resulting in lifelong mental health effects. Even if no causal link between child marriage and
suicide has been documented, there is a correlation between early marriage and poor mental
health.

A girl’s nutritional status can decline if she marries early. This could be linked to poverty
within the household, or to traditional gender norms around women’s role and place when it
comes to meals, resulting in malnutrition (Nour 2009). Both the mental and nutritional health
effects are largely reflective of the social position young brides typically occupy in their
households.

Early marriage is also associated with poor sexual and reproductive health. Child brides
are often unable to negotiate safe sex with their husband, making them more susceptible to
sexually transmitted infections, including HIV, and putting them at higher risk for early
pregnancy (UNFPA 2013; Walker et al. 2013). Nine out of ten adolescent births occur within
marriage or a union in developing countries. Many child brides face pressure from their in-laws
and husbands to become pregnant soon after marriage, which can lead to early pregnancy,
increased child bearing over time and unhealthy birth spacing. In Uganda child marriage was
associated with an increased likelihood of lifetime induced abortion (Kaye et al. 2004). Child
brides are also less likely to receive proper medical care during pregnancy and delivery than
those who give birth later. The combination of girls being physically immature and the lack of
proper medical care during pregnancy and childbirth puts adolescent mothers at higher risk for
complications during gestation and delivery, including prolonged or obstructed labor, fistula and
death (Xu et al. 2003). Complications of pregnancy and childbirth are the second leading causes
of death among adolescent girls ages 15-19 globally, with nearly 70,000 dying each year
(UNFPA, 2013; WHO Health for the World’s Adolescents 2014).

The health effects of early marriage extend beyond the girl herself in a number of ways.
Infant mortality among babies born to mothers under age 18 is 60 percent higher than among
those born to mothers over age 18 (UNICEF 2014). Children of adolescent mothers are also
more likely to have low birth weight and suffer poor nutritional status when they are born and
throughout childhood (Wachs 2008). The effects of poor child nutrition can be seen throughout
the life course, with negative impacts on educational attainment and health into adulthood.
Furthermore, a married girl’s role is integral in the day-to-day functioning of her household and,
as such, her health influences all household members. When a girl suffers from poor health, be it
physical or mental, there are both immediate direct costs for health care, and longer-term
economic impacts and resulting costs in terms of lost productivity and earning potential.
Unexpected illness can result in large medical expenses, lost earnings, and less saving at the
household level due in part to large income shocks from illness in the family, all of which
perpetuate the cycle of poverty.

For a girl and her household, the economic impacts and resulting costs associated with
child marriage can result in increased out-of-pocket expenditures for medical and associated
costs, many of which stem from early pregnancy and complicated labor and delivery for young
mothers. Studies identify out-of-pocket expenditures associated with obstetric care and childbirth
in a variety of countries, showing additional costs associated with care for women in rural areas



who face particular challenges in accessing health services (Perkins et al. 2009; UNFPA 2013).
This is also important to consider since girls in rural areas are much more likely to marry early.

Conclusion

Girls who marry early have little decision-making power within the marital home, a
greater likelihood of school dropout and illiteracy, lower labor force participation and earnings,
and less control over productive household assets. Because child brides often become mothers
during adolescence, they and their children are likely to experience poorer overall health and
nutrition. Girls who bear children early have more dangerous, difficult, and complicated births,
and tend to have less healthy and less well-educated children than their peers who marry later.
Adolescent mothers are at significantly higher risk of maternal mortality and morbidity than
mothers just a few years older, which comes with a wide range of economic and social costs and
impacts at the individual and household levels. Finally, while the consequences of child marriage
are felt most keenly at the individual level, child marriage is likely to also have profound and far-
reaching effects at national and global levels in the forms of lost earnings and intergenerational
transmission of poverty. In short, the economic impacts and cost of child marriage are likely to
be very high for the girls who marry early, their children, their families, their communities, and
society at large.

References

Abu-Ghaida D., and S. Klasen. 2004. “The Costs of Missing the Millennium Development Goal
on Gender Equity.” World Development 32(7): 1075-107.

Afsana, K. 2004. “The Tremendous Cost of Seeking Hospital Obstetric Care in Bangladesh.”
Reproductive Health Matters 12(24): 171-80.

Akpan, E. O. 2003. “Early Marriage in Eastern Nigeria and the Health Consequences of Vesico-
Vaginal Fistulae (VVVF) among Young Mothers.” Gender and Development 11(2): 70-76.

Amin A. 2014. Preventing Violence Against Adolescent Girls: What works?, WHO Dept. of
Reproductive Health and Research, Presented at 3rd International Day of the Girl Child -
Empowering girls: Breaking the cycle of violence. Geneva: WHO.

Amin, S., and A. Bajracharya. 2011. Costs of Marriage—Marriage Transactions in the
Developing World. New York: Population Council.

Anand, S., N. C. Desmond Marques, and H. Fuje. 2012. The Cost of Inaction: Case Studies from
Rwanda and Angola. Francois-Xavier Bagnoud Center for Health and Human Rights,
Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press.

Anderson, F., S. Morton, S. Naik, and B. Gebrian. 2007. “Maternal Mortality and the
Consequences on Infant and Child Survival in rural Haiti.” Maternal and Child Health Journal
11(4): 395-401.



Backiny-Yetna, P., and Q. Wodon. 2010. “Gender Labor Income Shares and Human Capital
Investment in the Republic of Congo.” In Gender Disparities in Africa’s Labor Markets, edited
by J. S. Arbache, A. Kolev, and E. Filipiak. Washington, DC: World Bank.

Baldacci, E., B. Clements, S. Gupta, and Q. Cui. 2008. “Social Spending, Human Capital, and
Growth in Developing Countries.” World Development 36(8): 1317-41.

Beaman, L., E. Duflo, R. Pande, and P. Topalova. 2012. “Female Leadership Raises Aspirations
and Educational Attainment for Girls: A Policy Experiment in India.” Science 335(6068): 582-
6.

Becker, S., F. Fonseca-Becker, and C. Schenck-Yglesias. 2006. “Husbands' and Wives' Reports
of Women's Decision-Making Power in Western Guatemala and Their Effects on Preventive
Health Behaviors.” Social Science and Medicine 62(9): 2313-26.

Blumberg, R. L., C. A. Rakowski, I. Tinker, amd M. Monteon. 1995. Engendering Wealth and
Well-being: Empowerment for Global Change. Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press Inc.

Borghi, J., K. Hanson, C. A. Acquah, G. Ekanmian, V. Filippi, C. Ronsmans et al. 2003. “Costs
of Near-Miss Obstetric Complications for Women and their Families in Benin and Ghana.”
Health Policy Planning 18(4): 383-90.

Borghi, J., N. Sabina, L. S. Blum, M. E. Hoque, and C. Rousmans. 2006. “Household Costs of
Healthcare during Pregnancy, Delivery, and Postpartum Period: A Case Study from Matlab,
Bangladesh.” Journal of Health, Population and Nutrition 24(4): 446-55.

Bott, S., A. R. Morrison, and M. Ellsberg. 2005. Preventing and Responding to Gender-Based
Violence in Middle and Low-Income Countries: A Global Review and Analysis. Washington,
DC: World Bank.

Boyle, M. H., Y. Racine, K. Georgiades, D. Snelling, S. Hong, W. Omariba et al. 2006. “The
Influence of Economic Development Level, Household Wealth and Maternal Education on
Child Health in the Developing World.” Social Science & Medicine 63(8): 2242-54.

Brown, G. 2012. Out of Wedlock, Into School: Combating Early Marriage through Education.
London: The Office of Gordon and Sarah Brown.

Buvinic, M., A. R. Morrison, and M. Shifter. 1999. “Violence in the Americas: A Framework for
Action.” In Too Close to Home: Domestic Violence in the Americas, edited by A. R. Morrison
and M. L. Biehl, pp. 3-34. Washington, DC: Inter-American Development Bank.

Cameron, L. A., J. M. Dowling, and C. Worswick. 2001. “Education and Labor Market
Participation of Women in Asia: Evidence from Five Countries.” Economic Development and
Cultural Change 49(3): 459-77.



Campbell, J. C. 2002. “Health Consequences of Intimate Partner Violence.” The Lancet
359(9314): 1331-6.

Carbone-Lopez, K., C. Kruttschnitt, and R. Macmillan. 2006. “Patterns of Intimate Partner
Violence and their Associations with Physical Health, Psychological Distress, and Substance
Use.” Public Health Rep 121(4): 382.

(CDC) Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 2003. Costs of Intimate Partner Violence
against Women in the United States. Atlanta: CDC.

Chaaban, J., and W. Cunningham, 2011, Measuring the Economic Gain of Investing in Girls:
The Girl Effect Dividend. Policy Research Working Paper. Washington, DC: World Bank.

Chattopadhyay, R., and E. Duflo. 2003. Women as Policy Makers: Evidence from an India-wide
Randomized Policy Experiment. Report No. 1. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Poverty Action Lab,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Chen, L. 2009. Do Gender Quotas Influence Women's Representation and Policies?
Unpublished Work.

Chibber, K. S., and S. Krishnan. 2011. “Confronting Intimate Partner Violence, A Global Health
Care Priority.” Mt Sinai Journal of Medicine 78(3): 449-57.

Clark, S. 2004. “Early Marriage and HIV Risks in Sub-Saharan Africa.” Studies in Family
Planning 35(3): 149-160.

Clark, S., J. Bruce, and A. Dude. 2006. “Protecting Young Women from HIV/AIDS: The Case
Against Child and Adolescent Marriage.” International Family Planning Perspectives 32(2):
79-88.

Clark, S. 2004. “Early Marriage and HIV Risk in Sub-Saharan Africa.” Stud Family Plann 35(3):
149-60.

Dixon-Mueller, R. 2008. “How Young Is “Too Young”? Comparative Perspectives on
Adolescent Sexual, Marital, and Reproductive Transitions.” Studies in Family Planning 39(4):
247-62.

Duflo, E. 2011. Women's Empowerment and Economic Development. Cambridge: National
Bureau of Economic Research.

Duvvury, N., A. Callan, P. Carney, and S. Raghavendra. 2013. Intimate Partner Violence:

Economic Costs and Implications for Growth and Development. Washington, DC: World
Bank.

10



Duvvury, N., C. Grown, and J. Redner. 2004. Costs of Intimate Partner Violence at the
Household and Community Levels: An Operational Framework for Developing Countries.
Washington, DC: International Center for Research on Women.

Duvvury, N., H. M. Nguyen, and P. Carney. 2012. Estimating the Cost of Domestic Violence
against Women in Viet Nam. New York: UN Women.

Edmeades, J., R. Hayes, and G. Gaynair. 2014. Improving the Lives of Married, Adolescent Girls
in Amhara, Ethiopia. Washington, DC: International Center for Research on Women.

Elborgh-Woytek, K., M. Newiak, K. Kochhar et al. 2013. Women, Work, and the Economy:
Macroeconomic Gains from Gender Equity. Washington, DC: International Monetary Fund.

Erulkar, A. S., and E. Muthengi. 2007. Evaluation of Berhane Hewan: A Pilot Progam To
Promote Education and Delay Marriage in Rural Ethiopia. New York: UNFPA.

Erulkar, A. S., and E. Muthengi. 2009. “Evaluation of Berhane Hewan: A Program to Delay
Early Marriage in Rural Ethiopia.” International Perspective on Sexual Reproductive Health
35(1): 6-14.

European Environment Agency. 2007. Climate Change: The Cost of Inaction and the Cost of
Adaptation. Copenhagen: European Environment Agency.

Family Care International, International Center for Research on Women, and KEMRI/CDC
Research and Public Health Collaboration. 2014. A Price Too High to Bear: The Costs of
Maternal Mortality to Families and Communities, New York; Nairobi; Washington, DC:
Family Care International, KEMRI/CDC Research and Public Health Collaboration;
International Center for Research on Women.

Field, E. and A. Ambrus. 2008. “Early Marriage, Age of Menarche, and Female Schooling
Attainment in Bangladesh.” Journal of Political Economy 116(5): 881-930.

Filippi, V., R. Ganaba, R. F. Baggaley, T. Marshall, K. T. Storeng, I. Sombi, et al.. 2007. “Health
of Women after Severe Obstetric Complications in Burkina Faso: A Longitudinal Study.” The
Lancet 370(9595): 1329-37.

Gielen, A. C., K. A. McDonnell, and P. J. O'Campo. 2002. “Intimate Partner Violence, HIV
Status, and Sexual Risk Reduction.” AIDS Behav 6(2): 107-16.

Grown, C., G. R. Gupta, and A. Kes. 2005. Taking Action: Achieving Gender Equality and
Empowering Women. New York: United Nations Development Programme.

Haddad, L., J. Hoddinott, and H. Alderman. 1997. Intrahousehold Resource Allocation in

Developing Countries: Models, Methods, and Policy. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins
University Press.

11



Hallward-Driemeier, M., and T. Hasan. 2013. Empowering Women: Legal Rights and
Opportunities in Africa. Africa Development Forum. Washington, DC: World Bank.

Hoddinott, J. and L. Haddad. 1995. “Does Female Income Share Influence Household
Expenditures? Evidence from Cote d'lvoire.” Oxford Bulletin of Economics and Statistics
57(1): 77-96.

International Food Policy Research Institute. 2003. Household Decisions, Gender, and
Development: A Synthesis of Recent Research. Washington, DC: International Food Policy
Research Institute.

Islam, M. K. 2006. The Costs of Maternal-Newborn IlIness and Mortality. Geneva: World Health
Organization.

Jain, S., and K. Kurz. 2007. New Insights on Preventing Child Marriage: A Global Analysis of
Factors and Programs. Washington, DC: ICRW.

Karam, A. 2015. “Faith-inspired Initiatives to Tackle the Social Determinants of Child
Marriage.” The Review of Faith & International Affairs, this issue.

Kaye, D. K., F, Mirembe, A. Johansson, A. M. Ekstrom, and G. B. Kyomuhendo. 2007.
“Implications of Bride Price on Domestic Violence and Reproductive Health in Wakiso
District, Uganda.” Afr HIth Sci 5(4): 300-3.

Khanna, T., R. Verma, and E. Weiss. 2013. Child Marriage in South Asia: Realities, Responses
and the Way Forward. Bangkok: UNFPA Asia Pacific Regional Office.

Kishor, S., and K. Johnson. 2004. Profiling Domestic Violence: A Multi-Country Study,
Calverton: ORC Macro.

Klasen, S. and J. Pieters. 2012. Push or Pull? Drivers of Female Labor Force Participation during
India's Economic Boom, I1ZA discussion paper.

Klugman, J., L. Hanmer, S. Twigg, T. Hasan, and J. McCleary-Sills. 2014. Voice and Agency:
Empowering Women and Girls for Shared Prosperity. Washington, DC: The World Bank.

Koblinsky, M., M. E. Chowdhury, A. Moran, and C. Ronsmans. 2012. “Maternal Morbidity and
Disability and their Consequences: Neglected Agenda in Maternal Health.” Journal of Health,
Population, and Nutrition 30(2): 124.

Lamb, S., and Z. D. Peterson. 2012. “Adolescent Girls' Sexual Empowerment: Two Feminists
Explore the Concept.” Sex Roles (11-12): 703-712.

Le Strat, Y., C. Dubertret, B. Le Foll. 2011. “Child Marriage in the United States and Its
Association With Mental Health in Women.” Pediatrics 128(3): 524-30.

12



Lloyd, C. B., and B. S. Mensch. 2008. “Marriage and Childbirth as Factors in Dropping Out
from School: An Analysis of DHS Data from sub-Saharan Africa.” Population Studies 62(1):
1-13.

Malhotra, A., A. Warner, A. McGonagle, S. Lee-Rife. 2011. Solutions to End Child Marriage
What the Evidence Shows. Washington, DC: International Center for Research on Women.

Mammen, K., and C. Paxson. 2000. “Women's work and economic development.” Journal of
Economic Perspectives 14(4): 141-64.

Morrison, A., and M.B. Orlando. 2004. The Costs and Impacts of Gender-based Violence in
Developing Countries: Methodological Considerations and New Evidence. Washington, DC:
World Bank.

National Research Council, National Institute of Medicine. 2005. Growing Up Global: The
Changing Transitions to Adulthood in Developing Countries. Washington, DC: The National
Academies Press.

Nguyen, M. C., and Q. Wodon. 2015a. “Impact of Early marriage on Literacy and Education
Attainment in Africa.” In Child Marriage and Education in sub-Saharan Africa, edited by Q.
Wodon. Washington, DC: World Bank.

Nguyen, M. C., and Q. Wodon. 2015b. “Early marriage, Pregnancies, and the Gender Gap in
Education Attainment: An Analysis Based on the Reasons for Dropping out of School.” In
Child Marriage and Education in sub-Saharan Africa. edited by Q. Wodon. Washington, DC:
World Bank.

Nour, N. W. 2006. “Health Consequences of Early marriage in Africa.” Emerging Infectious
Diseases 12(11): 1644-9.

Parsons, J., and J. McCleary-Sills. 2014. Preventing Child Marriage: Lessons from World Bank
Group Gender Impact Evaluations. Washington, DC: World Bank.

Perkins, M., E. Brazier, E. Themmen, B. Bassane, D. Diallo, A. Mutunga et al. 2009. “Out-of-
Pocket Costs for Facility-based Maternity Care in Three African Countries. Health Policy
Planning 24(4): 289-300.

Pfeiffer, J., S. Gloyd, and L.R. Li. 2001. “Intrahousehold Resource Allocation and Child Growth
in Mozambique: An Ethnographic Case-Control Study.” Social Science and Medicine 53: 83-
97.

Pitt, M., S. Khandker. 1998. “The Impact of Group-Based Credit Programs on Poor Households

in Bangladesh: Does the Gender of the Participant Matter?”” Journal of Political Economy 106:
958-96.

13



Plan UK. 2011. Breaking Vows: Early and Forced Marriage and Girls' Education. London: Plan
UK.

Prata, N., P. Passano, A. Sreenivas, C.E. Gerdts. 2010. “Maternal Mortality in Developing
Countries: Challenges in Scaling-up Priority Interventions.” Women's Health 6(2): 311-27.

Raj, A. 2010. “When the Mother is a Child: The Impact of Child Marriage on the Health and
Human Rights of Girls.” Archives of Disease in Childhood 95(11): 931-5.

Ramaswami, R., and A. Mackiewicz. 2009. Scaling Up: Why Women-Owned Businesses Can
Recharge the Global Economy. New York: Ernst and Young.

Reed, H.E., M.A. Koblinsky, and W.H. Mosley. 2000. The Consequences of Maternal Morbidity
and Maternal Mortality: Report of a Workshop. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

Rice, D.P., E.J. MacKenzie, A.S. Jones, S.R. Kaufman, G.V. DeLissovoy, W. Max et al. 1989.
“Cost of Injury in the United States: A Report to Congress.” JAMA 262(20): 2803-4.

Russell, S. 2004. “The Economic Burden of IlIness for Households in Developing Countries: A
Review of Studies Focusing on Malaria, Tuberculosis, and Human Immunodeficiency
Virus/Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome.” The American Journal of Tropical Medicine
and Hygiene 71(2 suppl): 147-55.

Santhya, K.G., N. Haberland, and A.J. Singh. 2006. ‘She Knew Only When the Garland was Put
Around her Neck': Findings from an Exploratory Study on Early Marriage in Rajasthan. New
Delhi: Population Council.

Semba, R.D., S. de Pee, K. Sun, M. Sari, N. Akhter, and M.W. Bloem. 2008. “Effect of Parental
Formal Education on Risk of Child Stunting in Indonesia and Bangladesh: A Cross-sectional
Study.” The Lancet 371(9609): 322-8.

Sinha, N., and J. Yoong. 2009. Long-Term Financial Incentives and Investment in Daughters:
Evidence from Conditional Cash Transfers in North India. Policy Research Working Paper No.
4860. Washington, DC: World Bank.

Smith, L., and L. Haddad. 2015. Reducing Child Undernutrition: Past Drivers and Priorities for
the Post-MDG Era. World Development 68: 180-204.

Snow-Jones, A., J. Dienemann, J. Schollenberger, J. Kub, P. O'Campo, A. Carlson Gielen et al.
2006. “Long-term Costs of Intimate Partner Violence in a Sample of Female HMO Enrollees.”
Women's Health Issues 16(5): 252-61.

Solotaroff, J.L., and R.P. Pande. 2014. Violence against Women and Girls: Lessons from South
Asia. Washington, DC: World Bank.

14



Storeng, K.T., R.F. Baggaley, R. Ganaba, F. Ouattara, M.S. Akoum, and V. Filippi. 2008.
“Paying the Price: The Cost and Consequences of Emergency Obstetric Care in Burkina Faso.”
Social Science & Medicine 66(3): 545-57.

Wodon, Q. 2015. “Child Marriage and Faith in sub-Saharan Africa: Stylized Facts and
Heterogeneity.” The Review of Faith & International Affairs, this issue.

Wodon, Q., M. C. Nguyen, and C. Tsimpo. 2015. Child Marriage, Education, and Agency.
Mimeo. Washington, DC: World Bank.

The World Bank and ONE. 2014. Leveling the Field: Improving Opportunities for Women
Farmers in Africa. Washington, DC: The World Bank; ONE.

The World Bank. 2012. World Development Report 2012: Gender Equality and Development.
Washington, DC: World Bank.

UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization). 2012. Youth and
Skills: Putting Education to Work. Paris: UNESCO.

UNFPA (United Nations Population Fund). 2012. Marrying Too Young: End Child Marriage.
New York: UNFPA.

UNFPA (United Nations Population Fund). 2014. Safe Motherhood: Stepping up Efforts to Save
Mothers' Lives. New York: UNFPA.

UNFPA (United Nations Population Fund). 2013. State of the World Population 2013:
Motherhood in Childhood: Facing the Challenge of Adolescent Pregnancy. New York:
UNFPA.

UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund). 2001. Early Marriage: Child Spouses. Innocenti
Digest No. 7. Florence: Innocenti Research Center.

UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund). 2005. Early Marriage: A Harmful Traditional
Practice, A Statistical Exploration. New York: UNICEF.

UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund). 2014. Ending Child Marriage: Progress and
Prospects. New York: UNICEF.

UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund). 2014. Hidden in Plain Sight: A Statistical Analysis
of Violence Against Children. New York: UNICEF.

UNICEF (United Nations Children’s Fund). 2013. The State of the World's Children: Children
with Disabilities. New York: UNICEF.

United Nations Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. 2014.
United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women

15



(CEDAW). Joint general recommendation/general comment No. 31 of the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women and No. 18 of the Committee on the Rights of
the Child on harmful practices. New York, NY: OHCHR.

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific. State of Women in
Urban Local Government India. Bangkok: United Nations ESCAP. Accessed October 1, 2014.
http://www.capwip.org/readingroom/india.pdf.

United Nations Environment Programme. 2014. Costs of Inaction on the Sound Management of
Chemicals. Geneva: UNEP.

Vogelstein R. 2013. Ending Child Marriage: How Elevating the Status of Girls Advances U.S.
Foreign Policy Objectives. New York: Council on Foreign Relations.

Wachs, T.D. 2008. “Mechanisms Linking Parental Education and Stunting.” The Lancet
371(9609): 280-1.

Walker, J. A. 2015. “Working with Islamic Opinion Leaders to End Child Marriage in Northern
Nigeria.” The Review of Faith & International Affairs, this issue.

Walker, J. A., S. Mukisa, Y. Hashim, and H. Ismail. 2013. Mapping Early Marriage in West
Africa. New York: Ford Foundation.

Warner, A., K. Stoebenau, and A.M. Glinski. 2014. More Power to Her: How Empowering Girls
Can Help End Child Marriage. Washington, DC: International Center for Research on
Women.

Waters, H., A. Hyder, Y. Rajkotia, S. Basu, and J.A. Rehwinkel. 2004. The Economic
Dimensions of Interpersonal Violence. Geneva: World Health Organization Department of
Injuries and Violence Prevention.

Westoff, C.F. 2003. Trends in Marriage and Early Childbearing in Developing Countries.
Calverton: ORC Macro MEASURE DHS+.

WHO (World Health Organization). 2014. Health for the World's Adolescents, A Second Chance
in the Second Decade. Geneva: WHO.

WHO (World Health Organization). 2008. Manual for Estimating the Economic Costs of Injuries
Due to Interpersonal and Self-directed Violence. Geneva: World Health Organization.

WHO (World Health Organization). 2014. Understanding and Addressing Violence Against
Women: Health Consequences. Geneva: WHO.

Xu, K., D.B. Evans, K. Kawabata, R. Zeramdini, J. Klavus, and C.J. Murray. 2003. “Household
Catastrophic Health Expenditure: A Multicountry Analysis.” The Lancet 362(9378): 111-7.

16



Ye, F., H. Wang, D. Huntington, H. Zhou, Y. Li, F. You et al. 2012. “The Immediate Economic
Impact of Maternal Deaths on Rural Chinese Households.” PLoS One 7(6): e38467.

17



